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2 Tin. ii, 455 1 
Suach 70 ſew thy ſelf a unto 


God; a workman that needeth not to 
be et; rightly dividing the word 5 


f truth. But ſhun profane and vain 
8 babblings. 


H E epiſtles to Timothy and 
Titus are the laſt St. Paul 
> wrote. His former epiſtles are 
rich ah all kinds of advice proper to 


edify the body. of the faithful: to com- 
plete his apoſtolic function, it remained 


1 only, that he ſhould inſtruct the in- 


11 1. 


ſtructors; and, conſummate as he now 
was in "9 arts of reaching. and govern- L 


ing the chu rch, communicate to its 


miniſters the ral which he jud ged 
kl B moſt 


he 
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” 8 
moſt neceſſary for the diſcharge of 
their facred office. Although theſe 


have been in our hands almoſt from 


our infancy, and have been often con- 
ſidered, yet the repetition of them will 
Bot be tedious to thoſe who' practiſe 


chem. Gd precepts are to virtue as 


A glas, wherein ſhe may with delight 
dehold herſelf, and by which ſhe may 


be animated with freſh zeal to perſe- 


verance, and, perhaps W 3 Sane 


Ima bag over His rules . goaern- 
ing the church, as a ſubject too ex ten- 


five, and lying out of my Province: 
And confine myſelf t to his directions for 


Tell bin „ which are briefly compre- 


| Tended - in theſe two precepts of the 
text, viz. rightly 70 divide the word 


truth ; © And to avoid Þrofane vain Lo 
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88 1 3 quoted this pa 


and by the Alexandrine MS. Both 
gs are good boch are conſohant 
y other 


ere- 
to decide in 


* ae oe de enjoined and th 
fore, without attempti! 
favour of either, e 
from both to remark all thoſe abuſes 
of the pulpit, which the apoſtle cen- 
ſures in theſe epiſtles. 


IN DER the firſt ſenſe of empty dif- 
courſes, called in our tranſlation vin 
babblings, he repreſents thoſe, who with- 
out any ſerious purpoſe of edification, 
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rambling in looſe generals, ſeek only 


to acquit themſelves ; and have fo low 


an idea of their duty, that they think it 
diſcharged, by filling v up the ufual ſpace 

of time with a trivial lifeleſs ſpeech, 
which paſſes through the ears of an 


audience without profit or pleaſure ; 


without making any the leaſt impreſ- 


ſion on their conſcience, and ſcarce ſo 


much as a trace in their memory or 


imagination. This is ſowing chaff in- 
ſtead of the good ſeed, and may well 
challenge the firſt place among the 

ſeveral ſpecies of vain babbling, which 


the text t prohibits. 


7 


Nxxr to preaching nothing, is 
preaching what is nothing to the pur- 


poſe : : as ſome men of ſpirit and parts, 
whoſe talents put them above the in- 
id frivolous manner before mention- 


* chuſe ſub! jects quite improper 


ed, 1. for 
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WEE 


[ 5] 


| for their audience. Of this kind there 


| is an endleſs variety, as the ways of 
miſſing the mark are innumerable. We 
can ſpecify only ſome of the principal 


and moſt in vogue. As when preachers 


move diſputes unſeaſonably, or upon 


frivolous ſubjects ;. or, as it often hap- 


pens, upon ſubjects which they them 
ſelves are not fully inſtructed in. Theſe 


are cenſured by theapoſtle, as, x Tm. i. 


7. ſetti ng up for teachers, though they un- 


derfland neither what they ſay, nor whereof 
they affirm, 1.e. decide about, 1 Tim.vi. 4. 


as men who dote about queſtions and ftrifes 


of words, whereof cometh envy, contention, 


railings, evil ſurmiſes, perver ſe diſput- 


ings of men of corrupt minds, 2 Tim. u. 


14. who ftrive about words to no profit, 
but to the * an of the bearers. 


W have deplorable inſtances of 


this in ſome preachers of controverſy, 


or, 
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or 8 they abe called, Holamic divines, 


ho not only ule an unchriſtian bitter- 


neſs of ſtyle, but alſo heighten. ſatire 


with fiction; and, avercharging their 
opponents, een that 1 may 
en. „„ 


800g 18 Forks bh or n 3 


Fr my, as we read in the preſent editions 
of the Greek. The various lection he- 


fore · mentioned was xawpurie Hobitas 


wer borum, which comprehends all other 


faults of public teachers ene 


by the apoſtle. 


IN the 8 if the 3 evil 


tle to Timothy, he tells him, that he 


ther ef ore left him at n that he 


might reſtrain ſome preachers from 


venting novel doctrines. 1 Tim. i. 3. 
That thou mighteſt charge than, (faith i 
he) that they teach no other doctrine, viz. 


than 


(7] 
than that already eſtabliſhed. And 
again, 1 in. v 35 4. If any mam truab 
other wiſe, un ubes mot adbers to the 

pr gens words," i. e. falutary 1nftruc- 

tions, of aur” Lond. Feſus: Chriſt ;. [has 
po Hioing nothing : he is prefuimp- 
tuous and ignorant. And in this 
epiſtle he thus warns Timorhy' himſelf, 
2 Tim. i. 13. Hold faſt the formoff found 
words which thou haſt heard of me. This 
he calls the good. Jepoſii tum, or truft 
| b was committed 0 him; which he 
was to defend with a godly zeal, and 
ſeverely: rebuke all who: departed.from 
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AN » OW far we rie the elles 
directions what het ta preach. T8ithis 
negative precept; he adds the politin: 
The forttier: is the'proper' preparation 
for the lätter; fſopwhenchings trivial, 
uſekch; And trubeful, Ave rejected; für | 


impor- 


[8] 

important doctrines will preſent theni- 
ſelves: we ſhall happily be confined 
to the word of truth, and all our care 
and skill will be employed in what the 
apoſtle calls rightly dividing it: which 
is the phraſe uſed in the text to ex- 
preſs the right method of preaching, 


as that before explained prohibits the 
abuſes of it. 


Is T HE 1 of truth is the compleat 
ſyſtem of chriſtian doctrines, and the 
diviſion here ſpoke of relates to the doc- 
rrines themſelves, or to the auditors. 
We are, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 
iv. I, 2. Stewards of the myſteries of 
God. Now the office of a ſteward is 
to be thoroughly, acquainted with all 
the ſtores committed. to his charge : : 
to ſurvey them with a judicious diſ- 
ernment, ſo as to underſtand, their 
nature, their uſe, | | and how ; they may 


Y * 


EF _—- 
be beſt employed. By this he is qua- 
lified to diſpenſe them properly, ſea- 


ſonably, and in due proportions to his 
fellow-ſervants, 


Tar toe of a ſteward then relates 
to the ſtores under his care, and the 


0 perſons to whom they are to be diſtri- 


buted. And thus alſo in the ſpiritual 
ſtewardſhip there are two things to be 
conſidered ; the Dochrines wherewith 
we are inſt, and the Per/ons to 
whom they are to be diſpenſed : and 
in a due regard to theſe muſt conſiſt 
what the Apoſtle intends by this pecu- 
liar expreſſion of rightly dividing the 
word 5 truth. 


A 3s to the Perſons to whom the 
word of truth is to be diſpenſed, re- 


pect is to be had to their various cha- 


racters and capacities. The general 
og Cc truths, 


[ 10 ] 


' truths, wherein all are concerned, 
rarely make great impreſſions : men 
eaſily admit them in the groſs, with- 

cout deducing the proper conſequences 
for their own uſe and inſtruction. The 
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preacher therefore, in obedience to his 

| | Lord's command, muſt do that for 
| them, and give to every one his portion 
ll of meat in due ſeaſon, Luke x11. 42. 
| He muſt endeavour to ſelect from the 


univerſal doctrines each man' s pecu- 
liar duty; and, ſpecifying what belongs 
to the various characters or claſſes of 
his hearers, inculcate ſeparately their 
reſpective obligations, by deducing 
from the general truths, what ſuits 
their particular circumſtances, 


| | | "ps H K. epiſtles of St, Paul abound 
with ſuch practical deductions. All 
the different ranks and orders of men 


| are peculiarly apply d to: husbands, 
. Wives, 


[x ] 
wives, widows, parents, maſters, chil- 
dren, ſervants, the rich, the poor, the 
old, the young, every condition, every 
relation, every age, have their diſtinct 
leſſon; they have each, as it were, their 
ſeparate portion in the divifion which 
he makes for them of the word of truth. 
He enters into a detail of the loweſt 
duties of domeſtic life, without hazard 
of his miniſterial dignity, becauſe he 
inforces them by the proper motive of 
piety ; a motive which ennobles the 
7 meaneſt offices, and gives them a me- 
7 rit far ſuperior to the higheſt, if deſti- 
tetute of that principle. 


. 
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= THrarT noble Principle u be- 
= longs to all perſons in all ſtations: anqdd 
accordingly we find the Apoſtle ap- | 
© plying it to all in ſuch manner as beſt it 
ſuits their circumſtances ; for he in- 

forces all the various duties of life with 
17-2 one 
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one and the ſame motive, that of Pie- 


y or Godlineſs, only differently ac- 


commodated to the different circum- 


ſtances of thoſe he addreſſes. Thus, 
he preſſes the duty of naſters, by the 
conſideration, that they have a Maſter 


in heaven: and he commands ſervants 8 
to be obedient as unto Chrift ; not with 
eye-ſervi ce, as men-pleaſers, but wi th 
 good-will doing ſervice as to the Lord, 
and not to men, Eph. vi. After the 


ſame manner he teaches all the ſocial 


duties, as part of our Duty to God, 
and animates his moral inſtructions 
with the ſpirit of piety. Mere mora- 
lity had been already taught not con- 


temptibly by the heathen Philoſophers. 
The peculiar Glory of Revelation is, 
that it ſupports and perfects the moral 


duties by the moſt exalted principle ; ; 


and hence Chriſtianity itſelf is called 


2 our Apoſtle ( to diſtinguiſh it, 1 
ſup- 


Ls 
ſuppoſe, from the various religions of 


the heathen, which were termed their 
myſteries ) Muc-nguoy ebe, the myſte- 


ſtery of Godlineſs, 1 Tin. iii. 16. and 


again, Aidaoxania hn war fuoi3uay, the 


doctrine which inſtructs in Godlineſs, 


1 Tim. vi. 3. and again, 'Aanbea h d 


wvoiBacy, the truth ſo taught as to pro- 


mote Godlineſs, Tit. i. 2. When a de- 


vout regard to God is the motive of our 


actions, morality ſo practiſed becomes 


the moſt improving exerciſe of Piety: 
we grow more and more in the Ao 


5 ledge of God, and conſequently ad- 


vance in his Love, which is the con- 
ſummation of all duties, and ought. 


to be the end and aim of all inſtruc- 
tion; for fo the Apoſtle ſays expreſly, 
The end of preaching is Charity, 1 Tim. 


i. 5. In our tranſlation it is ſaid, The 


end of the commandment is Charity: for 
ccommandznent the original has Tapayſe- 


Ai, 
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Ale, which our tranſlators themſelves 


twicein theſame chapter render charge, 


meaning thereby the epiſcopal charge, 
or other public inſtruction. And the 


context requires the ſame ſenſe here ; 
for the Apoſtle was ſpeaking of bad 
preachers, and directing Trmothy to give 
them in charge not to preach novel doc- 


_ trines, not to mind fables and endleſs ge- 


nealogies, which miniſter queſtions rather | 


than godly edifying ; for (ſays he) the 


end of preaching is Charity *. 


 Tairs leads to the other part of our 


office before- mentioned, which regards 
the Doctrines whercwith we are in- 


truſted. And here it is of great im- 
portance to diſtinguiſh the Means from 


the End ; becauſe the End ſolely is to 
be ſought for its own fake, and the 


* The noun Tapay f: Aids in this afth verſe, anſwers to 
the verb rafayſeiars in the third. 


Means 


Ls] 


Means are only ſo far to be inſiſted 
on, as they conduce to it. And there- 


fore among the Means, we are further 


to diſtinguſh the nearer from the more 
remote; thoſe which are indi/penfibly 
neceſſary, from thoſe which are only 
expedient for the ſake of higher duties, 
to which they relate, and without 
which they are of no moment ; for, 


(as was obſerved by a great Writer of 


the laſt age) © there is a certain ſcale 
« of duties, a certain hierarchy of up- 
per and lower commands, which, 
« for want of ſtudying 1 in right order, 


« all the world is in confuſion.” Mil- 


ron. There are, Matt. xxiii. 23. 
weightier, and conſequ ently leſs weigh- 
ty parts of the law; and it is neceſſary 
to diſtinguiſh them aright, that, when 


they interfere, we may know which 


ought to have the preference. There 


1s not room here further to unfold this 


im- 


! 
of } 
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. Important truth concerning the Means, 


with their reſpective Subordination ; 
yet it well deſerves to be deliberately 
confidered and digeſted by thoſe, 


whoſe office it is to inſtru in public. 


Bur what is ſtill of greater conſe- 


quence, is to keep the Eud ſteadily in 


view, which will be our beſt direction 


in chuſing, among the various Means, 
thoſe which are moſt conducive to it. 


WWhatfoever thou takeft in hand ( faith 
the ſon of Sirach) conſider the End, and 
thou ſhalt never do amiſs, Ecclus. vii. 
36. Now, the End of all Religion is 


Charity, i. e. the love of God, with its 


inſeparable concomitant, the love of 


men for his ſake. As Charity is the 


end of all Religion, the end of all 


preaching 1s to inculcate it; for Love is 
the predominant paſſion, to which the 


other paſſions or affections of the mind 


con- 


[7 ] 
conform 0 en that they may 
be conſidered only as Love diverſified 


according to the different ſituation of 
the object. Like Gravitation in the 
material world, it is the great cauſe of 


motion, according to that of Augu- 


fine : Ponderibus ſuis aguntur ommia, 
& locum ſuum petunt. Amor meus eſt 


 pondus meum, eo feror quocungque feror, 


Conf. Jib. xiii. Love is the maſter-ſpring 


| in the human frame ; and as Charity 


is Love rightly . where that 


takes place, all other affections are 


regulated by it: the heart is ſet right; 


and thence the whole man will go 
true, as it were, mechanically, and 


by a happy neceſſity. 


Ir we were to propoſe the notion 


of Charity, as the idea of perfection, to 
a philoſopher, who had never heard 
of Chriſtianity : if we ſhould repreſent 


bd do 
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E 
to him, that man ought to love God 
with all his heart, and all his ſoul, tlie 
utmoſt ftretch of all his faculties, and' 


his neighbour as himſelf : he muſt pre- 
ſently aſſent to the rectitude and im- 
menſe felicity of ſuch a diſpoſition; 
all his doubts would be about its poſſi- 


bility; and, indeed, with too much ap- 


pearance of reaſon. For, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of human nature, before ſome 


change is wrought i in it, this End of re- 


ligion is ſo very remote, that however 


defirable, yet it will appear ſcarce at- 
tainable. Great part of mankind are 


ſo far from loving God, that they know 


him not: they ſcarce believe his exi- 


ſtence. Their belief is rather a blind 
deference to the authority of public 


opinion, than any diſtin and lively 
conviction of a Deity. An object ſo 
little known can raiſe no deſires; and 
therefore men muſt be practiſed in the 

Know- 


[ 29 ] 
knowledge of God, before they are ca- 


pable of loving Him. To this end, the 
1ftruffor ſtrives continually to 


inculcate vivid and efficacious ſenti- 


ments of the Deity: he lays the good 


foundation of natural religion, and | 


teaches men to revere God as the 
Creator, depend on Him as the Gover- 


nor, and ſtand in awe of Him as the 


Judge of the world. He endeavours 


to excite their gratitude, engage their 
obedience, and work upon their hopes 


and fears, by ſtrong repreſentations of 
their future everlaſting intereſts. This 
will diſpoſe them to receive the doc- 
trines of chriſtianity: for, if we can effec- 
tually perſuade them to ſet about the 
practiſe of moral juſtice, they will eaſily 
be convinced of the corruption of their 
nature, and thence joyfully embrace 
the glad tidings of our Redemption by 
Chriſt. They will gradually reliſh 
2 his 
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[ 20 ] 
his precepts ; and reflecting, how by 


indulging themſelves, they have been 
authors of their own miſery, they will 


ſee the neceſlity of following his di- 
rections, by denying themſelves, and 
walking in the narrow way, as the 


only way to happincks. 


IT will then be a to diſplay 


the many various ſtages, wherein the 


man, co-operating with Divine Grace, 
gradually wears out of his heart the 
love of this world, ſacrifices all inor- 


dinate ſelf- love, and thereby advancing 


in the Knowledge of God, becomes 
more and more ſuſceptible of his Love. 
This road is too long to be here di- 


ſtinctly traced out. But the appointed 


guides will remind themſelves to have 


a ſteady regard to the End of it, in all 


their inſtructions ; fince without that, 


they will be in danger of miſleading 
toe 


E 


thoſe they conduct. When an architect 
gives directions for digging a founda- 
tion, he has in his mind the plan of 
the future edifice, and ſuits his direc- 
tions to it: ſo, while we are teaching 
the previous leflons, we ſhould keep 


this in view, as the Point to which all 


ſhould tend. 


 CrHanrty itſelf is the great Gift of 
God, 2 Theſſ. iii. 4, 5. into which he 
directs the hearts of 2 as are duly 
prepared for it : and I am aware, that 
men, who have not their hearts ſo 
prepared, by a progreſs i in moral virtue, — _ 
are apt to form wrong notions of it. j | 
They may think it conſiſts in fond, 
paſſionate, or rapturous Sentiment „ 
and ſtriving to excite theſe in them 1 
ſelves by the efforts of a heated imagi- il 
nation, grow rank enthuſiaſts. St. 14 
Paul's meaning therefore is not that 
Charity | 1 


122 ] 
Charity ſhould be always the ſubject 
of our ſermons; but the Rule by which 
to judge, whether they are to the pur- 
pole. The end of preaching is Charity. 


All the Means of religion have ſuch 
adependance upon this End, that there 
will be frequent occaſion to have re- 
courſe to it, for explaining the other 


duties, which are ſo connected with 


it, that they will appear inexplicable 
and abſurd without it. For inſtance : 
the firſt article in the baptiſmal cove- 
nant, and conſequently a monientous 
one, is, That we renounce the world: 
which, if we ſhould teach, without 
ſhewing the reaſon of it, which is to 
qualify the mind for infinitely higher 
5 purſuits, it muſt be liable to great ob- 
jections. It may be ſaid, Why may 
« not I indulge the deſire of riches, or 
* honours, or ſenſual enjoyments, in 

| cc any | 


[23] 


« any degree whatever, as long as 1 
refrain from injuring myſelf 1 in my 
health, or other men in their pro- 
« perty? To anſwer this, it mult be 
ſhewed, that we are commanded to 
renounce the deſires of temporal goods, 
becauſe, capable as we are of know- 
ing andloving the ſupreme Good, thoſe 
deſires themſelves, though they ſhould 
not carry us into ouvert acts of intem- 
perance or injuſtice, may yet be in 
degrees utterly inconſiſtent with ſuch 
Knowledge and Love. The Iſraelites 
were not bid to go out of Egypt into 
a deſert, merely for the ſake of ſo do- 
ing; but, becauſe Canaan lay beyond 
that deſert, and there was no other 
paſſage to it: nor were they qualified 
to get poſſeſſion of the land of pro- 
miſe, till they had worn away the 
ſervile abje temper they brought with 
mor from the houſe of bondage : well 
_ typity- 


| 
| 
: 


Love of God, which is to take up all 


[24] 


typifying the indulgence of worldly 
deſires, which is a certain obſtacle to 
that Knowledge and Love of God 
which conſtitute the heavenly Canaan. 


That worldly deſires are ſuch obſtacles 


will be obvious, if we conſider the 


word God as a relative term, denoting, 


 Whatſoever a man ſets his heart upon, 
and places his happineſs in poſſe Meng. The 


ſcriptures often uſe the word in this 


ſenſe, Phil. iii. 19. Eph. v. 5. Col. iii. 


5. &c. becauſe, as our Love was made 
for God, ſo whatſoever we love be- 
comes as a God to us: it becomes 
what God ought . to be to us ; it go- 


verns us, and 18 in us the Reaſon of 


action. Now if that be any temporal 


good, the Creator is thereby excluded, 


and ſuch perſon lives in actual idola- 


try ; which certainly imports nothing 


leſs than a negative of Charity, or that 


our 


tau] 


our - heart, and all our mind, and all 


our ſtrength. So St. John declares, 
with his majeſtic ſimplicity, 1 Joh ii. 
15. Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world : if any man 


[ave the world, the Love of the Father is 


not in him. Of ſuch importance is the 


doctrine of Charity to the firſt rudi- 
ments of true Chriſtianity, that the i ini- 
tiating baptiſmal covenant cannot be 
explained without it. As therefore 
our maſter, treating of Charity in its 


two branches of the Love of God and 
our neighbour, ſays, that por theſe 


two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets ; ſo muſt all our ſermons 
too: 1 Tim. i. 5. For the End of preach- 

ing is Charity: which End (ſo the apoſtle 


ſubjoins) ome having ever ved from, or 
(as it is rightly rendered in the mar- 


gin) not aiming at, have turned afide 
unto vain jangling. 
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To conclude, When the miniſter 
of Chriſt is preparing himſelf to in- 
ſtruct in public, he ſhould conſider 
well the characters of his audience; and 
what is, at leaſt ought to be, che diſ- 
poſition in which they will attend to 
him. He may imagine them to ad- 
dreſs him i in the words of Cornelius to 
St. Peter : Acts x. 33. Now are We all 
here preſent before God, to hear all 
things that are commanded thee of God. 
He ſhould conſider, that he too 7s be- 
fore God, appointed 70 ſpeak on God's 


behalf. This will diſpoſe him to an- 


ſwer their juſt expectations; and not 
(as the manner of ſome has been) 
to amuſe them with dry and barren 
ſpeculations, or provoke their evil paſ- 


ſions with unchriſtian diſputes and 


calumnies, or pervert their faith with 
novel and unſound opinions: but he 


will 


* 

will fully and practically inſtruct them 
in the Moral Duties; and will add to 
theſe the chriſtian Doctrines of re- 
nouncing the world, and 1 Fohn i. 
15. denying themſelves, Matt. xvi. 24. 

without which they cannot attain 

to the Knowledge, much leſs to the 
Love of God; ſeeing God cannot be 
known, but as what He is, viz. our 
Supreme Good: and no man can ap- 
prehend Him as ſuch, as his Supreme 
Good, ſo long as any temporal good 
has the preference in his eſteem. 


TEsE obſervations, tis evident, are 
applicable to private inſtruction in 
more familiar converſation (which very 
particularly belongs to the chriſtian 
miniſtry) as well as to publick. The 
directions of the text comprehend both, 

and both are liable to the like abuſes, 


and require the like care. 


By 
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By . to theſe 1 5 
— Stewards over the houſhold of 
God rightly diſpenſe the word of truth, 
both in publick and private ; and from 

the ſacred ſtores of Scripture, diſtribute 
wholeſome inſtructions, and fuch as 
are well ſuited to the Wants, the Ca- 
pacities, and the preſent Diſpoſition of 
thoſe committed to their truſt. And 
thus they watch for their ſouls, as they 
that muſt give an account, that they may 

do it with joy, and not with grief. 
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